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Before setting out, they loaded themselves with a good many
of these stones, large and small, and even with some slabs of
Copper ; but they had not gone far from the shore when a power-
ful voice made itself heard to their ears, calling in great wrath:
“Who are those robbers carrying off from me my children’s
cradles and playthings?’ The Copper slabs are the cradles,
because among the Savages these are made of only one or two
boards joined together, on which they put their children to bed;
and those little pieces of Copper that they were carrying off are
the toys and playthings of the Savage children, who play
together with little stones.

That voice astonished them greatly, as they knew not whose
it was. Some say that it was Thunder, because there are many
storms there ; and others that it was a certain Spirit whom they
call Missibizi, who passes among these peoples for the God of
the waters, as Neptune did among the Pagans. Others say it
came from Memogovissiouis: these are, they say, marine Peo-
ple somewhat like the fabulous Tritons or the Sirens, who
always live in the water and have long hair reaching to the
waist. One of our Savages told us he had seen one of them in
the water, according to what he imagined.

However this may be, that astounding voice inspired such
terror in our Travelers’ souls that one of the four died before
reaching land. A short time afterward a second was taken off,
and then the third ; so that only one was left, who, after return-
ing to his Country and relating all that had happened, died
very soon afterward.

The Savages, timid and superstitious as they all are, have

“never dared to go there since that time, for fear of dying there,
believing that there are certain Spirits who kill those who
approach them. And, in fact, in the memory of man, no one
has been known to set foot there, or even to be willing to sail in
that direction—although the Island seems to be open enough,
and its trees may even be distinguished from another Island,
named Achemikouan.

There is truth and there is untruth in this whole narrative,
and the following is what is most probable: namely, that those
four persons were poisoned by the water that they boiled with



